INTRODUCTION
Hardly anything has been published on t h e corals and coral r e e f s of the Laccadive Archipelago since the pioneer work of Gardiner (1900 Gardiner ( , 1903 Gardiner ( , 1904 Gardiner ( , 1905 . I t was only proper, therefore, t h a t the recent symposium on corals and coral reefs, organised by t h e Marine Biological Association of India, a t Mandapam Camp, review the s i t u a t i o n and adopt a resolution emphasising the need f o r f u r t h e r work on t h e reef systems of t h i s area as well as on t h e other l i t t l e -i n v e s t i g a t e d r e e f s of the Indian Ocean. The present communication r e s u l t s from the author's observations of the shallow water s c l e r a c t i n i a n s of Minicoy (= Minikoi) Atoll during MarchApril 1968 . A f a i r l y representative c o l l e c t i o n of r e e f corals was a l s o assembled. A d e t a i l e d systematic account of the species collected from the Laccadive Archipelago w i l l be published elsewhere.
THE ATOLL OF MINICOY

Location
The Atoll of Minicoy (Long. 73'E. Lat. 8'17'N. width of 4.6 km. The i s l a n d i s about 9.5 km i n length, t h e maximum width being 650 metres (Gardiner, 1900) . "Here i n Minikoi we have a t y p i c a l l y s i t u a t e d i s l a n d , of an a t o l l with t h e r e e f continuing unbroken a t i t s west end, round which t h e t i d e surges with considerable force" (Gardiner, 1903, 32) . The v i l l a g e s , with a population of over 5000, a r e located a t t h e mid-length of t h e i s l a n d . The land v e g e t a t i o n is l u x u r i a n t and is dominated by coconut t r e e s . Artocarpus a l t i l i s and Pandanus s p . a r e very common. Recently s e v e r a l garden p l a n t s have been introduced from t h e mainland. The lagoon s i d e of t h e i s l a n d i s sandy with c o r a l s h i n g l e p i l e d up a t t h e n o r t h e a s t e r n and southwestern ends. The seaward s i d e i s mostly rocky with t h e r e e f f l a t s u b j e c t e d t o heavy b r e a k e r s . The h e i g h t o f t h e i s l a n d above M.S.L. i s about 1 . 8 metres.
-agoon occupies an a r e a of about 10 s q . km. I t i s g e n e r a l l y shallow with s h o a l s r i s i n g from t h e bottom a t s e v e r a l p l a c e s . The depth of t h e lagoon ranges from 1 t o 13 metres. The southern s i d e has a sand f l a t occupying about h a l f o f t h e lagoon. The infauna of t h e sand f l a t c o n s i s t s c h i e f l y of sea-anemones, sipunculids, sea-cucumbers and t h e enteropneust, Ptychodera.
The Reefs
The a t o l l r e e f is broken by t h r e e channels, v i z . Neru-Magu, Kondi-Ma and Weli-Gandola, towards t h e n o r t h e a s t o f Ragandi I s l e t . The Tori-Gandu Channel i s s i t u a t e d a t t h e n o r t h e a s t e r n extremity of t h e a t o l l . The r e e f extending from Tunda Point has two small i s l a n d s on i t , W i r i n g i l i (Small-Pox) and Ragandi. W i r i n g i l i i s covered with a few coconut t r e e s whereas Ragandi is unvegetated. Ragandi is composed o f c o r a l s h i n g l e and reef-blocks covered by loose sand. During t h e monsoon t h e s e a washes over t h i s i s l a n d , t r a n s p o r t i n g much o f t h e s h i n g l e and sand i n t o t h e lagoon. Between t h e s e two i s l a n d s t h e r e i s a small channel, t h e Choru-Map, c o n s t r u c t e d by t h e removal of c o r a l s , through which small b o a t s can e n t e r t h e lagoon a t high t i d e s . The r e e f from Tunda Point t o Neru-Magu is exposed a t low t i d e b u t f u r t h e r e a s t i t always remains submerged. The seaward r e e f from Tunda Point t o Kodi Point is always subjected t o heavy b r e a k e r s . The shore between Rocbera Point and Kodi Point i s strewn w i t h c o r a l boulders and s h i n g l e . The o u t e r r e e f s l o p e s descend t o g r e a t depths. For f u r t h e r d e t a i l s of t h e morphology of t h e r e e f s , s e e t h e account by Gardiner (1903) .
CLIMATE
The climate i s t y p i c a l l y t r o p i c a l and is much a f f e c t e d by t h e warm waters of t h e Indian Ocean. The mean monthly atmospheric temperature f l u c t u a t e s between 29.5OC and 31°C with t h e maximum i n April-May and minimum i n January-February . Diurnal v a r i a t i o n i s about 3'C. Relative humidity v a r i e s from 72 t o 82 i n d i f f e r e n t months. For f u r t h e r d e t a i l s , s e e t h e West c o a s t o f I n d i a P i l o t (Ninth Edition, 1950).
The a t o l l i s exposed t o both n o r t h e a s t and southwest monsoons. "Heavy storms a r e common a t t h e commencement of t h e monsoons. The c u r r e n t s i n t h i s region depend mainly on t h e winds and vary perhaps up t o 50 m i l e s p e r diem" (Gardiner, 1900) . The major p a r t of t h e r a i n f a l l i s experienced during t h e S.W. monsoon, i n June, J u l y and August. The mean annual r a i n f a l l f o r t h e p e r 
DISTRIBUTION OF CORALS
The occurrence and concentration of t h e v a r i o u s r e e f c o r a l s , both i n t h e lagoon s h o a l s and i n t h e r e e f proper show n o t a b l e v a r i a t i o n i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e a t o l l . For d e s c r i p t i v e purposes t h e a t o l l i s h e r e divided i n t o 9 zones (Fig. 2 ) , t h e demarcation being purely a r b i t r a r y . The zones 1-4 a r e l o c a t e d i n t h e lagoon and 5-9 on t h e p e r i p h e r a l r e e f .
Zone 1:
The shore n e a r Tunda Point a t t h e Southwestern end of t h e a t o l l is formed of c o r a l s h i n g l e . Near t h e shore t h e r e a r e l a r g e r a i s e d c o l o n i e s of Goniastrea and Platygyra, mostly eroded. A t high t i d e they a r e p a r t l y submerged. The bottom o f t h e lagoon i n t h i s a r e a i s sandy with occasional patches of c o r a l s . P o r i t e s somaliensis and P. s o l i d a form f l a t -t o p p e d colonies h a l f t o one metre i n diameter. ~n i e r s p e r s e d with P o r i t e s t h e r e a r e c o l o n i e s of Acropora intermedia with comparatively s t u n t e d branches because of t h e shallowness of t h e water a t low t i d e s . Many of t h e colonies a r e dead. Leptastrea t r a n s v e r s a , Favia p a l l i d a , Platygyra l a m e l l i n a and r a r e l y Psammocora haimeana a r e seen a t t a c h e d t o t h e P o r i t e s . This i s t h e only p l a c e a t which I could s e e Euphyllia glabrescens i n Minicoy and t h e genus appears t o have a r e s t r i c t e d d i s t r i b u t i o n h e r e . The c o l o n i e s a r e 15 t o 25 cm i n soread and t h e polyps of t h i s s p e c i e s a r e found p a r t l y expanded d u r i k g day with t h e i r t e n t a c l e s hanging down. Stomatopods and sea-cucumbers a r e p l e n t i f u l among dead and l i v i n g c o r a l s , b u t t h e r e i s an apparent paucity of r e e f -
The c e n t r a l p a r t of t h e s a n d -f l a t shows an e x c e p t i o n a l l y r i c h growth of c o r a l s . The lagoon bottom possesses s e v e r a l s h o a l s a t a depth of 1 t o 2 metres a t low t i d e . The spaces between t h e s h o a l s a r e sandy with a l a r g e number o f molluscan s h e l l s and dead c o r a l fragments.
The reef-dwelling ichthyofauna of t h i s zone is r i c h and v a r i e d . Both massive and ramose c o r a l s a r e f l o u r i s h i n g i n t h i s zone. D i p l o a s t r e a h e l i o p o r a and P o r i t e s spp. among t h e former a t t a i n considerable s i z e and colonies may measure more o r l e s s a metre i n diameter. Favia -p a l l i d a , Favites abdiata, Goniastrea retiformis, Platygyra lamellina, Leptoria phrygia, Symphyllia r e c t a and Lobophyllia corymbosa a l s o occur i n f a i r numbers on c e r t a i n shoals. But t h e dominant corals of t h i s zone are the various species of Acropora. A. pharaonis forma arabica, A. intermedia, A. formosa, A. echinata,-A. rambleri, A. abrotanoixes and A. paliTera a r e i n Flenty. c e r t z i n s h o a l s a r e f u l l of these branching species with l i t t l e representation of massive types Larger colonies of A. pharaonis measure about 1.5 metres i n height. Acropora p a l i f e r a could be seen within the lagoon only i n t h i s zone though it appears t o be common towards t h e outer s i d e of the lagoon r e e f . The paucity of t h e massive forms where ramose ones dominate i s an i n t e r e s t i n g feature noticed here. This may be due t o t h e crowding out of the slower growing massive forms by t h e f a s t e r growing ramose species (Mayer, 1918) . Rarely Millepora tenera and Pocillopora damicornis are found mixed with o t h e r s .
Zone 3:
This zone i s i d e n t i f i e d a t t h e north-eastern s i d e of the a t o l l , about 2 km south-west of Kodi Point near the shore, where t h e r e i s a well developed shoal about 100 metres away from the shore. This shoal is the l a r g e s t observed i n t h e lagoon and i s almost l i k e a miniature "fringing reef" within t h e lagoon. I t is about 600 metres long (measured along the shore) and 40 t o 60 metres wide a t d i f f e r e n t p a r t s . I t is mostly made up of large colonies of Goniastrea retiformis, the top of adjacent ones being fused i n t o an almost level platform. The lagoon near shore i s hardly a metre and a h a l f deep a t high t i d e but outward t o the shoal t h e death increases t o three t o four metres. Diploastrea heliopora, Lobophyllia corymbosa, Platygyra lamellina and Leptoria phrygia form large colonies about one metre i n diameter on 
I t appears t h a t t h i s species has only a r e s t r i c t e d d i s t r i b u t i o n i n t h e lagoon.
The area e a s t of t h i s , extending t o Kodi Point, could not be surveyed.
Zone 4:
The northeastern s i d e of t h e lagoon towards the e a s t of Kondi-Ma (Kandi-Ma) channel possesses c e r t a i n shoals a t a depth of 4 t o 6 metres. The coral growth i s not so dense o r diverse as it i s i n t h e c e n t r a l p a r t of the lagoon. The conspicuous corals are the various species of Acropora. A. efflorescens, A. formosa and A. hyacinthus a r e f a i r l y common. Gaiaxea f a s c i c u l a r i s and G o n i o p o r a -s p . r were a l s o collected along with -F. s c u t a r i a and other massive f m s .
Zone 5:
The lagoon reef extending from Tunda Point t o Wiringili Island has a well developed boulder zone and a f l a t t h a t i s exposed a t low water. On the reef f l a t t h e dominant corals are ~o c i l l o p o r a damicornis with a few small colonies of P o r i t e s . Acropora monticulosa, Leptastrea transversa, Favia p a l l i d a and f a i r l y large colonies of Millepora platyphyllia were a l s o seen.
Zone 6:
The reef between Wiringili and Ragandi shows three well defined zones: the f i s s u r e , r e e f f l a t , and boulder zone (Gardiner, 1903) 
Zone 7:
From t h e l i m i t of t h e Heliopora zone up t o the Neru-Magu Channel there i s a notable change i n t h e composition of the reef-building c o r a l s . Porites solida, P. l u t e a and P. somaliensis replace Heliopora of Zone 6. Fungia s c u t a r i a &owstende?icy t o dwindle i n numbers. A few t u f t e d Acropora and Pocillopora damicornis are a l s o met with. I n zones 6 and 7 the ramose corals a r e r a r e .
Zone 8:
The r e e f from Neru-Magu t o Kodi Point always remains submerged. The growth of corals is not so luxuriant as i n t h e southwestern sector of the r e e f . Both ramose and massive corals are met with but none of the genera i s abundant.
Zone 9:
The seaward reef f l a t . The r e e f f l a t from t h e Tunda Point t o t h e Kodi Point facing the open ocean s i d e was investigated a t c e r t a i n areas by wading through t o a distance of 50 t o 60 metres away from t h e shore. The present account has not much t o add t o t h e excellent description of Gardiner (1903) . The shores especially t o t h e Mau-Ramu (Mou-Rambu) Point and a t KO-vari Bav have a eood amount of s h i n e l e mostlv of -" Pocillopora eydouxi, P . verrucosa, Stylophora mordax and Acropora spp. The reef f l a t possesses Pocillopora damicornis, Acro ora monticulosa, Favia p a l l i d a , Leptastrea, Platygyra, Millepora &Ilia, e t c . Gardiner (1903) mentions the occurrence of Pavonia varians, Psammocora --- contigua and Porites palmata along with t h r e e o r four f a c i e~ of Acropora a t Teverattu (Teveratu) Point. The r e e f f l a t off t h e Light House i s poor i n coral growth. According t o Gardiner (1903) "an encrusting Montipora alone a t t a i n s any magnitude, although most of t h e genera found a t Teveratu may be represented".
However, t h e present author could not locate any species of Montipora throughout Minicoy. 
COMPOSITION OF THE CORAL FAUNA
The hermatypic s c l e r a c t i n i a n c o r a l s of Minicoy s o f a r a s known a t p r e s e n t include 70 s p e c i e s i n 26 genera. These records a r e mostly from t h e shallow waters. Several common Indo-Pacific genera and s p e c i e s of stony c o r a l s a r e y e t t o be recorded from Minicoy, t h e s e include Cyphastrea, Echinopora, T u r b i n a r i a and s e v e r a l f u n g i i d s . The f o l i a c e o u s c o r a l s such a s Echinopora lamellosa and Montipora f o l i o s a , which a r e common i n t h e shallow waters of Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar around Mandapam ( P i l l a i , 1967) and on t h e s l o p e s o f Addu A t o l l (Stoddart e t a l . , 1966) a r e n o t y e t recorded from Minicoy. A c a r e f u l search was made f o r dead and washed ashore p i e c e s o f them among t h e s h i n g l e on t h e s h o r e but without success. P o c i l l o o r a verrucosa, P. eydouxi and Stylophora mordax, a l l of which a r e foun ---hp-i n p l e n t y i n t h e sliingle, could n o t b e seen e i t h e r on t h e lagoon shoal o r on t h e r e e f f l a t i n v e s t i g a t e d . They a r e probably found on t h e r e e f s l o p e s o f Minicoy. Another i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e i s t h e p a u c i t y o f Montipora. The o n l y record of t h i s genus from Minicoy i s t h a t of Gardiner (1903) , who mentioned t h e occurrence o f an e n c r u s t i n g s p e c i e s on t h e r e e f f l a t o f f t h e Light House a r e a . Future i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t h e deeper waters of Minicoy w i l l c e r t a i n l y modify t h e f a u n a l l i s t given below.
Check-list of s p e c i e s Phylum COELENTERATA Subphylum CNIDARIA Class ANTHOZOA Subclass ZOANTHARIA Order S c l e r a c t i n i a ( C l a s s i f i c a t i o n a f t e r Wells. 19561 Suborder ~s t r o c o e n i i n a Family Thamnasteriidae Fig. 2 . Minicoy, lagoon and r e e f zones described (1-9).
